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Academic success requires more than memorizing infonna(ym——ﬂ tlakesl :
skills. A successful student not only understands the lesson in one ¢ a;s, bu
can also apply knowledge to future classes and to situations outside the

classroom.

Each unit of Skillful presents one main topic about life, (‘x.npine(l frqm two
different academic disciplines. As you work through the unit, you 'WI” see
how these two very different aspects of the topic work together to inform
our understanding of a profound concept.

To explore the topic, each unit presents:
®m Two texts that explore very different aspects of the topic. The texts are

similar to the ones you would find in a university course, although the
types of texts are quite varied—reports, essays, debates, radio
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programs, and so on.

m Tor each text, a specific skill to help you understand the information
and then produce your own text on a similar topic

m Vocabulary and grammar skills to help you understand what you hear
and then compose and present your own academically appropriate
texts

G2 Why do people climb
mountains? =«

m A pronunciation skill to help you listen more effectively and
communicate more clearly
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® Critical thinking skills to help you engage with the topic intellectually

m A study skill to improve your ability to learn, remember, and apply
information to your life

To successfully use this book, use these strategies:

m Come to class prepared to learn. This means that you should show up
on time and well fed, well rested, and prepared with the proper
materials (paper/pen or laptop/tablet, textbook, completed homework,
and so on).

® Ask questions and interact. Learning a language is not passive. You
need to actively participate. Help your classmates, and let them help
you. It is easier to learn a language with other people.

®m Practice! Do each exercise a few times, with different partners.
Memorize and use new language. Collaborate with classmates outside
of class and practice both skills and language.

STUDY SKILLS Organizing your personal

study online
® Review your work. Look over the skills, grammar, and vocabulary o e s e
from previous units. Study a little bit each day, not just before tests.
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® Be an independent learner. Look for opportunities to study and
practice English outside of class. Read and listen for pleasure, and use
the Internet in English. Find and share information about the different
unit topics with your classmates.
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Remember that learning skills, like learning a language, takes time and
practice. Be patient with yourself, but do not forget to set goals. Check your
progress, and be proud of your success! :

I hope you enjoy using Skillful!

Dorothy E. Zemach
Series Consultant
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